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It hardly seems possible that it has been 20 years since a handful of dedicated professionals and
Lehigh University graduate students opened our first hands-on science visitor experience inside
a former Bethlehem Steel building.

With your ongoing support, the Da Vinci Science Center has flourished in ways that few could
have imagined while remaining true to our mission: To bring science to life and lives to science.
From humble beginnings, we served more than 127,000 people in our record-breaking 2015 
fiscal year, and we have established our role as a regional leader in science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics (STEM) education.

Over the last five years, we have grown our attendance by an average of 12 percent annually,
widened the geographic area of families we serve, and expanded our Outreach Programs to
serve more underrepresented students.  While these numbers demonstrate our growing 
impact, we take greater pride in our role influencing students' lives, science education in
schools, and our region's economic development. We are committed to helping make STEM
concepts come alive for students, teachers, and families so they see the important connections
to real world applications, STEM careers, and their lives. As the Lehigh Valley evolves as a 
technological innovation hub, we play a vital role in filling the pipeline of tomorrow’s workforce.

Knowing that there is much more work to be done, we have embarked on a data- and 
community-driven assessment over the past year to understand our current situation and 
develop a renewed vision and strategy to guide us going forward. This includes evaluating the
potential for a major expansion in the Lehigh Valley that would enable us to bring science to life
and lives to science for thousands more in our community and strengthen our focus on serving
youth and families with the greatest need.

As we look back on 20 years of hands-on science and consider opportunities for greater impact,
we know that our success would not be possible without tireless support from volunteers, 
community partners, and generous donors like you. We thank you from the bottom of our
hearts, and we hope you will join us as we explore our future investment in the community. 

With heartfelt thanks,

Vincent Sorgi    Lin Erickson
Chairman, Board of Trustees Executive Director and CEO

Bringing Science to Life and Lives to Science
for more than 127,000 people annually in eastern

Pennsylvania and western New Jersey

FY 2015 Visitor Distribution by Zip Code

FY 2015 Outreach Participation
by Zip Code

Cartographer: Dallas Nicolette

Vincent Sorgi
Chairman, Da Vinci Science Center 
Board of Trustees
Senior Vice President and 
Chief Financial Officer, PPL Corporation
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Da Vinci Science Center

Dear Friends,
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The organization known today as the Da Vinci Science Center opened its first hands-on science
visitor experience in Bethlehem, Pa., in 1995 with support from Lehigh University, the Junior
League of the Lehigh Valley, and the Bethlehem Junior Women’s Club. This bold endeavor grew
from the success that the Center and its partners earned while hosting broadcasts of the world-
renowned JASON Project for school students. During the first year of that visitor experience,
more than 25,000 individuals experienced the wonders of science firsthand, while deepening
their understanding of important concepts and sparking their interest in science. 

In the two decades that have followed, more than 1.3 million people have participated in Center
programs. During the 2015 fiscal year alone, the Center provided hands-on science learning 
experiences for 127,720 individuals at the Center, in area schools, and at community sites. 

As you will learn on the pages that follow, the Da Vinci Science Center’s
story is not just about the numbers of people served, but its 
impact on the lives of individual students, science education in
area schools, and the economic development of the region.

20Years of 
Hands-On Science

CelebratingCelebratingCelebrating
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From Startup to Established Entity 

1995

1997

1999

2003

2005

2012

2015

Incorporated 
formally 

as a nonprofit 
member corporation
of Lehigh University. 
Opened first visitor 
experience in the 
former Bethlehem

Steel office building.
Served 

approximately
25,000 individuals 

in its first year.

Opened newer 
exhibit floor in 

former Bethlehem
Steel plant 

office building 
known today 

as the 
Northampton 

Community College
Fowler Center.

Became an 
independent

nonprofit 
organization.

Merged with
Leonardo da Vinci’s

Horse, Inc. 
to form what is

known popularly
today as the 

Da Vinci Science
Center.

Opened current 
facility on 

Cedar Crest College
campus in 

Allentown, Pa.
Served

approximately
71,000 people.

Served more than
94,000 people

at the Center and in
the community.
Achieved first of 
four consecutive
years of positive 

net income.

Served a record of
127,720 people
at the Center and 
in the community. 

Bethlehem Allentown

Poised for Growth



Supporting STEM Education
School field trips with fun hands-on learning experiences inspire students 
in grades Pre-K-12.

Inspiring an Outstanding 21st Century Workforce
Joy Wang's passion for science was ignited in a Da Vinci Science Center Summer 
Camp.  Joy went on to become a 2013 Intel Science Talent Search national finalist, recipient
of a 2013 Da Vinci Science Center Student Excellence Award, and a Biochemistry student at
Stanford University.

Reaching the Underserved
Outreach and mentoring programs help inspire students from underserved communities
and girls from all backgrounds create science fair projects and explore STEM careers.

Contributing to Social and Economic Vitality
William Schopf of Whitehall, Pa., and Ambrose Cavalier of 
Saylorsburg, Pa., earned U.S. Patents through the Center’s 
Inventor’s Lab Program.
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Community Reach and Participation Community Impact

20 Years of Serving the Region 2015 Fiscal Year
Community Reach

Increasing Impact
Over Past Five Years

1.3M
Participants 
engaged in 

hands-on science 
learning

Estimated

16%
Families engaged 
at or below the
poverty level

Estimated

More than

1,500
schools served 

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Average growth of 12 percent per year 82,378

127,720

In-Building Visitors
86,825

Field Trip Students
22,429

Outreach Program
Participants

30,083 

Teacher Training
Days

1,248

127,720 Participants
Single-Year Record

Includes visitation, participation in events and programs at
Center and in the community, and student participation in

mentoring by Center employees and volunteers

WILLIAM SCHOPF
Patent No. 8,274,169

Wind Powered Generator 
for a Vehicle

AMBROSE CAVALIER
Patent Application 

No. 14/029,170
Adjustable Dispensing Cap
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Annual Participation

Joy
Wang 



School Field Trips
Students from 91 school districts in 16 Pennsylvania and New Jersey 
counties engaged in hands-on science learning during the 2015 fiscal 
year through the Center’s popular exhibits, hands-on workshops, and live
science shows.

Outreach Programs and Shows  
The Da Vinci Science Center’s Outreach Programs and Shows inspired 
students in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Maryland, New York, and Connecticut
during the 2015 fiscal year and encouraged them 
to pursue STEM careers. The Center has 
increased participation in its 
Outreach Programs 
and Shows by more 
than 186 percent 
since its 2011
fiscal year. 

Professional Development Programs 
for Educators 
The Center offered a variety of Act 48-approved programs in fiscal year 
2015 including the Greater Allentown Math Science Partnership (GAMSP);
making, tinkering, and robotics programs; and customized training 
programs.
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Da Vinci Science
Center Outreach 

Programs and Shows
The Da Vinci Science Center 
offers After-School Lab (ASL) 
Programs, Outreach Science 
Shows, Classroom Outreach 

(CORE) Programs, 
and Pre-K Outreach 

Programs.

Supporting STEM Education

22,429
PARTICIPANTS

39,212
PARTICIPANTS
39,212
PARTICIPANTS
39,212
PARTICIPANTS

1,248 TEACHER
DAYS OF TRAINING
1,248 TEACHER
DAYS OF TRAINING
1,248 TEACHER
DAYS OF TRAINING
1,248 TEACHER
DAYS OF TRAINING

22,429
PARTICIPANTS
22,429
PARTICIPANTS
22,429
PARTICIPANTS

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

13,678
22,093 

25,493

37,810 39,212

Participants
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Women in Science and Engineering (WISE) Forum
Sponsored by Air Products, the Lehigh Valley’s first formal
Women in Science and Engineering (WISE) Forum included a
dinner for the high school students and local STEM professionals
followed by a panel discussion with distinguished STEM 
professionals from across the country – including former NASA 
Astronaut Mary Ellen Weber, Ph.D. The event was held at Cedar
Crest College and attracted over 200 aspiring and practicing 
female STEM professionals from throughout the region.

Lehigh Valley Science Festival
The 2014 Lehigh Valley Science Festival at Coca-Cola Park in 
Allentown, Pa. attracted over 3,200 youth and families. This free
event featured hands-on activities presented by nearly 50 
corporate and college and university partners to highlight STEM
careers – including robotic surgery, biomechanics, astronomy,
and chemical engineering.

Meet the Scientist Events
Developed in partnership with the Pacific Science Center’s Portal
to the Public program, Meet the Scientist events at the Center
provided opportunities for children and families to explore the

work of professional scientists and engineers from Lehigh 
University, Cedar Crest College, and additional colleges.

Dream It. Do It. PA
The Da Vinci Science Center is a founding partner of the Dream
It. Do It. PA partnership spearheaded by the Manufacturers 
Resource Center and dedicated to changing the image of and
raising awareness about advanced manufacturing careers. The
Center manages public website voting for the partnership’s student
video contest – titled What’s So Cool About Manufacturing? – 
at DreamItDoItPA.com. More than 100,000 votes were cast in
Feb. 2015 for the contest’s Viewers Choice Award.

Summer Camps
Summer campers explored careers in a variety of fun-filled 
week-long day camps. Popular activities included visits to the
Temple/St. Luke’s School of Medicine, visits to Lehigh Valley 
International Airport, scuba diving lessons from a deep-sea diver,
and chance to create their own video games.

Be the Dinosaur and National Geographic 
Feature Exhibits
Feature exhibits during the 2015 fiscal year provided hands-on 
experiences introducing students to scientific careers. In the Be the
Dinosaur exhibit sponsored by ATAS International, students became
paleontologists searching for fossils. The National Geographic
Presents: Earth Explorers exhibit provided an inspiring and 
in-depth look at several explorers and their quest to discover new
places, protect planet Earth’s biodiversity and unearth new scientific
discoveries. The National Geographic exhibit was sponsored by
ATAS International, The Dexter F. and Dorothy H. Baker Foundation,
Lehigh County, and Frank and Yvonne Schweighardt.

Inspiring an Outstanding 
21st Century Workforce

Lehigh Valley Festival 
of Art, Science, 

and Technology (FAST)
Our local science festival now called 

FAST builds upon a national movement
begun in 2007 to hold community 
science festivals across the United 

States.  The 2016 Lehigh Valley 
FAST will be held on Sunday, 

Sept. 11 at PPL Center
in Allentown, Pa.



Reaching the Underserved
Women in Science and Engineering (WISE) 
Field Trip Day 
The Lehigh Valley region’s first Women in Science and 
Engineering Field Trip Day in Sept. 2014 provided hands-on 
activities for middle school students at the Center led by Cedar
Crest College students and Air Products scientists and engineers.

Girl Scouts Women in STEM Day
The Center held its Women in STEM Day program for 50 Girl
Scout Juniors, Cadettes, and Seniors in March 2015. Participating
scouts explored different STEM careers during special classes led
by female professionals. During these classes, the scientists
shared their career patches, what a day in their careers is like and
fun hands-on projects relating to their fields of work.

Mentor Allentown Coalition
The Mentor Allentown Coalition – a collaboration founded by the
Da Vinci Science Center with more than 30 organizations – grew to
50 organizations during the 2015 fiscal year, established systems
and processes to connect underserved students with mentors, and

recruited 200 mentors. The coalition expanded at the end of the
2015 fiscal year to serve students in Bethlehem and Easton, Pa.,
with support from the Lehigh Valley Community
Foundation and was renamed the 
STEM Valley Mentoring Coalition.  

Kids Discovery Expo
Each year, the Center hosts 
Pennsylvania State Senator Patrick M.
Browne’s Kids Discovery Expo. The
the expo is also hosted by State
Representative Ryan 
Mackenzie.In May 2015,
the free legislative event 
engaged 1,300 youth
and family members 
from underserved 
populations in hands-
on science learning
experiences and 
educated visitors
about important 
community programs. 

Free Sundays
With support from Wells Fargo
Bank and National Penn Bank, middle
school students from low-income 
schools in the Allentown and 
Bethlehem Area school districts were
able to explore the National Geographic
Earth Explorers exhibit with their families
on Sundays in May and June 2015.
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STEM Valley 
Mentoring Coalition 

The SVM connects low-income
students, students from minority

populations, and female students
for in-depth, sustained, 

STEM skills-based mentoring 
that increases interest in 

STEM subjects.



Inventor’s Lab
One of the most unique

opportunities of its kind in the
United States, the Inventor’s Lab 

Program concludes in the spring when 
students present their invention ideas 

before a panel of patent attorneys 
and STEM experts. The panel selects one 
winning invention that is considered for

a U.S. Provisional Patent application. 
The winning student in 2015 was 

Thomas Theiner of Allentown, Pa. with 
his invention of a magnetically-

supported yo-yo.

THOMAS THEINER 
Winner  

Inventor’s Lab 2015

Inventor’s Lab Program
Twenty-one students participated in the Center’s Inventor’s Lab Program during the
2015 fiscal year. Curious and talented kids created their own inventions with coaching
from professional scientists and engineers, and Thomas Theiner was selected to 
pursue a U.S. Patent for his invention.  Since its inception, two students enrolled in the
Inventor’s Lab have earned U.S. Patents, and two other students are working on
patent applications. 

Ice Cream Wars
The Center’s signature science event attracted 1,341 visitors in Jan.
2015. All of these visitors were captivated with energy and playful
spirit as teams from Lehigh Valley area companies assembled 
creative ice cream recipes and flash-froze their treats to life with 
liquid nitrogen. The Turtle Takeover team from ATAS International,
Inc. won the Ice Cream Wars 7.0 
championship with their winning recipe
for Leonardo da Minty ice cream.

Scout Programs
The Center offered more than a dozen day and evening programs for Cub
Scouts, Boy Scouts, and Girl Scouts during the 2015 fiscal year. More than 678 scouts
earned parts of scouting awards or pieces of an exclusive Da Vinci Science Patch.

Moon Landing 45th Anniversary Event
The Center marked the 45th anniversary of the first moon landing on July 20, 2014,
with a special visitor event featuring former Astronaut Terry Hart, a Professor of 
Practice at Lehigh University, and a live video appearance by former Astronaut Guion
Bluford – a native of Philadelphia, Pa., who was the first African-American in space.

Additional Visitor Programs and Events
Popular programs and events during the 2015 fiscal year included the Center’s annual
Egg Drop Challenge in the spring, Leftover Science on Thanksgiving weekend, and
the Frozen Science series of events and shows during the winter holiday season.

Contributing to Social
and Economic Vitality

13 14



The Da Vinci Science Center Board of Trustees and staff engaged in a 
data-driven strategic planning process during the 2014 and 2015 fiscal
years to guide the Center’s future development. The Trustees formally
adopted a new Strategic Plan in Sept. 2015.  

The planning process stressed the importance of enlarged and updated facilities to enable
the Center to fulfill its mission and play an even greater role as a center for STEM education
in the Lehigh Valley.  The Strategic Plan directs the organization to pursue a bold expansion
presenting world-class exhibits and learning experiences for the nearly one million people
living in its surrounding area.

In fall 2015, the Center embarked on a nine-month assessment to explore a wide range 
of possibilities for expanding its facilities at its current location and adding other sites
throughout the Lehigh Valley.

Mission
To bring science to life 

and lives to science

Vision
To be a visionary leader and partner
advancing science learning, quality
of life, and economic development
in the Lehigh Valley area by:

1. Delivering enjoyable 
experiences for families and 
schools that encourage interest 
in science

2. Supporting STEM education 

3. Inspiring an outstanding 
21st century workforce

4. Contributing to social and 
economic vitality
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Planning for the Future
Even Greater Impact:Even Greater Impact:Even Greater Impact:Even Greater Impact:Even Greater Impact:

2016-2019 Strategic Plan

Strategic Objectives
GROWTH AND 
STEWARDSHIP

• Launch capital campaign and meet with 
public funders to scale up DSC

• Continue positive net income
• Expand public and private partnerships for STEM
• Expand support from individuals 
• Broaden and deepen relationships through 

outreach and stewardship

IMPACT AND INFLUENCE
• Expand STEM leadership 
• Increase numbers served 
• Strengthen educational capacity
• Invest in Pre-K 
• Benchmark and track success

PEOPLE POWER
• Recruit best and brightest 
• Align staffing with structure and 

invest in growth 
• Expand and restructure 

volunteer program
• Develop and engage Board

CUSTOMER EXPERIENCE
• Expand exhibit area 
• Invest in playful and engaging 

exhibits 
• Expand auxiliary businesses 
• Expand outreach
• Invest in staff training and systems

STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS
• Develop new multi-year 

partnerships 
• Support STEM workforce 

development 
• Increase sponsorships and 

enhance value 
• Reach more diverse audiences

BRAND AND MARKET 
DEVELOPMENT

• Deepen articulation of Center’s identity, 
marketing plan, and strategy

• Use playfulness to differentiate DSC
• Strengthen connection to Leonardo
• Increase market penetration
• Attract larger preschool audience
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Statement of Activities Fiscal Year 2015 Fiscal Year 2014
Years Ended June 30

Admissions, workshops and programs 904,769 866,494
Gift shop 186,764 195,703
Membership 141,672 117,543
Special events 131,305 167,178
Other 48,859 39,193

Total Revenues 1,413,369 1,386,111

Contributions 702,932 626,845
Grants, government* 261,527 800,276
Grants, private 404,014 171,223
Donated materials and supplies 211,032 213,316

Total Support 1,579,505 1,811,660 
Total Revenues & Support 2,992,874 3,197,771

Program services 2,182,979 1,890,256 
Supporting services:

Management and general 441,576 472,086
Fundraising 250,461 280,012

Loss on sale of assets 53,224 12,045
Total Expenses 2,928,240 2,654,399 
Change in Net Assets 64,634 543,372
Net Assets, beginning 6,254,810 5,740,638 
Prior period adjustment -- (29,200)
Net Assets, ending 6,319,444 6,254,810 

*Note:  FY2014 includes a $500,000 PA RACP grant for facility renovations.

Financials
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Statements of Financial Position Fiscal Year 2015 Fiscal Year 2014
Years Ended June 30

Current Assets:
Cash, cash equivalents, CD's 1,249,515 490,369
Accounts receivable 49,526 454,707
Grants receivable 187,500 621,224
Unconditional promises to give 69,165 72,202
Inventory 19,059 19,372
Prepaid expenses 219,216 103,207

Total Current Assets 1,793,981 1,761,081 

Noncurrent Assets:
Property and Equipment, net 6,320,622 6,596,345 
Unconditional Promises to give — 6,000
Other 42,576 114,200

Total Noncurrent Assets 6,363,198 6,716,545 
Total Assets 8,157,179 8,477,626 

Current Liabilities:
Current portion of long-term debt 49,948 186,659
Short term loan payable — 240,000
Related party loan payable — 170,000
Accounts payable and other liabilities 140,415 143,868
Accrued expenses 62,115 46,482
Deferred revenue 398,606 186,091
Other 3,655 5,000

Total Current Liabilities 654,739 978,100

Long-term debt, less current maturities 1,182,996 1,244,716 

Total Liabilities 1,837,735 2,222,816 

Unrestricted* 5,818,274 6,083,546 
Temporarily restricted 501,170 171,264

Total Net Assets 6,319,444 6,254,810 

Total Liabilities and Net Assets 8,157,179 8,477,626 

*Note:  FY2014 unrestricted net assets were restated as of July 1, 2013 to reflect a correction in the valuation of certain assets.  
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Admissions,
Workshops

and Programs

FY 2015 Expenses

76%
Program Services

15%
9% Management

& General

Fundraising

FY 2014 Expenses

71%
Program Services

18%
11% Management

& General

Fundraising

Earned Revenue by Source
(Thousands of Dollars)

$905

$866

Gift Shop

$187

$196

Memberships

$142

$118

Special
Events

$131

$167

Other

$49

$39

2015 2014

Contributions

Support by Source
(Thousands of Dollars)

$703

$627

Grants,
Government

$262

$800
Grants,
Private

$404

$171

Donated
Materials 

& Supplies

$211

$213

2015 2014

FY 2012

Financial Trend Net Income
(Thousands of Dollars)

$101

FY 2013

$178

FY 2014

$543

FY 2015

$65

*Note:  FY2014 includes a $500,000 PA RACP grant for facility renovations.



Steve and Jeanne Follett
W. Beall Fowler
Freshpet
Yan Gao
Nancy Graff
Malcolm and Janet Gross
Jane Heff
Bill and Mary Ann Heydt
John Paul and Denise Jones
Just Born Quality Confections
Joe and Judy Kaminski
Joseph & Gloria Kern
Fred and Christine Kimock
Lamont and Lorretta Lashley
Lehigh Carbon Community College
Lehigh University
Lehigh Valley Water Suppliers
Linde Engineering
John and Jane Malloy
C. Russell and Marsha Mayo
Kevin and Laura Michaelis
William Miers
Edwin and Anne Miller
James and Jayne Miller
Mike and Diane Molewski
Northeastern Asscociation of Forensic Scientists (NEAFS)
Northampton Community College
NSF Portal to the Public Network / Pacific Science Center
Frank Pavlis
James and Irene Pennington
Donna Pidcock
The Rider-Pool Foundation
Edith Ritter
Robert and Marilyn Zamboldi Foundation
Rodale Inc.
Steven and Jane Rodgers
Laurie Ryan
Sacred Heart Healthcare System

Mike and Diane Salute
Gary Sasso
Sam and Missy Saxton
David and Susan Shaffer
Paul Smaltz
Susquehanna Bank
United Way - Anonymous
Charles Versaggi
Robert and Corinne Weseloh
Steven and Beth Woods
Chuck and Katy Worrilow

$500+
Antonio and Karen Angello
Anonymous
Baker Tilly Virchow Krause LLP
Rex Boland
Jane Chaikowsky
Terrence Defranco
Nelson and Silvia Diaz
Derek DiRisio
Brian Eckert
Evan and Nancy Baker
Lea Glembot
John Hilderbrand
Kaleb Holder
Jim and Donna Krivoski
Elizabeth Meade
Robert F. Hunsicker Foundation
Maria Rodale
Santander Bank
Eric and Antje Schwartz
SRM Entertainment Group, LLC
St. Luke's University Health Network
Stevens & Lee
Christopher Svetcov
Martin and Tiffany Till

$100+
AD Computer
Aetna Foundation
Victor and Jacqueline Agostinho
Anand Jagota
Erin Armstrong
Elle Bagley
Larry Biggs
Gabriel Blanco
Bennet Bronfenbrenner
Dean Browning
Bob and Adrianne Brusko
James Bus
Patrick and Dana Carl
Carolyn Bortz
Michael Caverly
Dylan Chambers
Kyle Conti
Aadi Deshmukh
Alvaro and Ari Diaz
Eastern Pennsylania Association of Fundraising Professionals
Nancy Eckert
Eugene and Jane Ervin
Lona Farr
Mark and Lauren Fine
First Presbyterian Church of Bethlehem
Mary Gedney
Timothy Goetz
Alexander Goetz-Morales
James Gold
Bryon Grigsby
Carol Richman Halper
Hanna Mitchell
James and Linda Henry
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of the Lehigh Valley
Karen Hoffman
Clyde Hornberger
David Jones
Stephen Katz
Ruth Keblish
Brayden Kelhardt
Gunnar and Wendi Kirchner
Lafayette College
Lehigh University, College of Education
Jayne and Amanda Lieberman
Christian Lipovsky
Lutron Electronics
Blake Marles
Janine Mathesz
Michael McGrail
Ben Miller
Kevin Montone
Ed Nawrocki
Kris Nichols
North Star Adventures at Dutch Springs

Honor Roll Giving*

Honor Roll Giving recognizes all donors whose financial commitments have supported the 
Da Vinci Science Center during the most recently completed fiscal year.
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Our Supporters
July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015

“I’ve been especially proud to have 
supported the Da Vinci Science Center
over the past 20 years because there is,
in my opinion, no more necessary non-
profit to support in the Lehigh Valley.
The future of the Lehigh Valley depends
on its youth, and the future of our 
youth depends on their knowledge of
science, technology, engineering and
mathematics.  By bringing science to life
and lives to science every day, the 
Da Vinci Science Center is helping to 
secure a promising and vibrant future
for our community.”

J. Robert Lovett, Ph.D.
Founding Chairman, 
Da Vinci Science 
Center Board 
of Trustees

From all sources, 
the Da Vinci 

Science Center 
raised in gifts

$1,710,810

$100,000 +
PA Department of Education / Allentown School District
Bob and Sandy Lovett
The Harry C. Trexler Trust
Wyoming Community Foundation

$50,000 +
ATAS International, Inc.
Pennsylvania Historic Museum Commisssion
PPL Foundation
UGI Utilities, Inc.
US2020 Citizen Schools

$25,000 +
Air Products Foundation
B. Braun Medical
Capital BlueCross
The Century Fund
Dexter F. and Dorothy H. Baker Foundation
PPL Corporation
PPL Susquehanna, LLC
Teva Pharmaceuticals
Frank and Yvonne Schweighardt

$10,000 +
City Center Investment Corporation
County of Lehigh
Edward Donley
The Donley Foundation
Follett Corporation
Julius and Katheryn Hommer Foundation
Lehigh Valley Community Foundation
Jim and Irene McLean
Rich and Georgine Milker
National Penn Bank
National Science Foundation / Lehigh University
Ryan Family Foundation
Vince and Michelle Sorgi
United Way of the Greater Lehigh Valley
Volvo Trucks N.A.

$5,000 +
Air Products
Allentown School District Foundation
Steve and Marcella Breininger
City of Allentown
Embassy Bank for the Lehigh Valley
Fisher Clinical Services
Bob and Susan Gadomski
Keystone Savings Foundation
Lutron Foundation
C.F. Martin & Company
NISE Network / Boston Museum of Science
Promise Neighborhoods of the Lehigh Valley
J.B. and Kathleen Reilly
Spark Orthodontics:  Dr. Jason Hartman and Associates
Pat and Fran Waller
Weis Markets
Wells Fargo

$1,000 +
Alexander and Ruth Torok
Greg Altonen
George and Judy Arangio
Bank of America Charitable Foundation
Ron+ and Gladys Barclay
Hank and Joanne Barnette
Gus and Judy Belaires
Robert and Kristen Bennett
Patrick and Ann Marie Brogle
Brown Family Charitable Fund
Dick and Peg Bus
Eric Butz
Greg Butz
Lee and Dolly Butz
Cedar Crest College
Chester County Economic Development Corporation
Al and Jill Douglass
Ted and Amy Douglass
Richard and Amy Thompson
Ehrlich Pest Control
Mark and Lin Erickson
Paul Farr
FLSmidth

“My wife and I support the Da Vinci Science Center 
because we feel it is our responsibility to help ensure
the prosperity of future generations. The Center does
an outstanding job of making science fun and exciting
students of all backgrounds, educating them, and 
presenting them with inspiring opportunities to 
succeed.”

James E. McLean, WMS 
Vice Chairman, Da Vinci Science Center Board of Trustees* Does not include in-kind gifts.

+Deceased



$100+ (cont’d)
David and Adel Olsen
Gus Orphanides
Guido and Terri Pez
Joan Preston
Glenn Pritchard and Theresa Blanco
Red Door Early Learning Center
Debora Roberson
Joel and Beth Rosenfeld
Lissette Santana
Eric Santee
Caroline Shutts
Lee Ann Slattery
John Stevens
Ferdinand Surita
Dave Tachovsky
Constance Walker
Carrie Ward
Stanley Wax
Mark Woods
Scott and Nicole Yeager

Staff Honor Roll
The Staff Honor Roll recognizes staff whose financial 
commitments have supported the Da Vinci Science Center
during the most recently completed fiscal year

Mary Ellston
Lin Erickson 
Tyler Groft
Claire Keeler
John Nothelfer
Rebecca Panfile
Katherine Popejoy
Paul Rakszawski
Linda Schiaffino
Joe Schoenly
David Smith
Ann Marie Surovy
Dennis Zehner

The Founder's Society:  $1,000,000 +
W. Beall and Marlene+ Fowler
Bob and Sandy Lovett
PA Department of Education/Allentown School District
PA Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program
PPL and PPL Foundation

The Legacy Society:  $500,000 +
Air Products and Air Products Foundation
The Donley Foundation
The Harry C. Trexler Trust

The 1995 Society:  $100,000 +
Agere Systems
Arcadia Foundation
ATAS International Inc.
B. Braun Medical
Alvin H. Butz, Inc.
The Century Fund
Coca Cola Bottling Company of the Lehigh Valley
Dexter F. and Dorothy H. Baker Foundation
Edward Donley
Follett Corporation
William and Phyllis Grube
Institute for Museum and Library Services
Keystone Nazareth Charitable Foundation
Lehigh County
Lehigh Valley Health Network
Lucent Technologies Foundation
National Science Foundation/Lehigh University
Pennsylvania Historic Museum Commission
Rodale Inc.
Frank and Yvonne Schweighardt
Joseph and Rita Scheller
St. Luke's University Health Network
Teva Pharmaceuticals USA, Inc.
UGI Utilities, Inc.
Wells Fargo
Wyoming Community Foundation

The Laureate Society:  $50,000 +
Capital BlueCross
Donald B. and Dorothy L. Stabler Foundation
Fisher Clinical Services
James Fuller
Holt Family Foundation
Just Born Quality Confections
Arthur and Denise Katsaros
Laros Foundation
Lehigh University
LSI Corporation

Henry Lyons, Jr.
Jim and Irene McLean
Jim and Peggy Nallo
National Penn Bank
Norris McLaughlin & Marcus
PA Dept. of Community and Economic Development
PPL Susquehanna
RCN
Rider-Pool Foundation
The Ryan Family Foundation 

and Laurene Ryan
Vincent and Michelle Sorgi
Troan Family Foundation
Volvo Trucks N.A.
Hap and Marcia Wagner

2015 Da Vinci
Science Center Gala
A total of 260 supporters, sponsors,
and guests enjoyed an evening of

world exploration on Saturday, 
April 25, 2015, during the

Da Vinci Science Center
Hall of Fame Gala at
Lehigh Carbon 
Community College.

The Da Vinci Science
Center’s annual flagship
fundraising event 

included the annual 
presentation of the 

Center’s Hall of Fame
Awards, a cocktail hour, dinner,

silent auction, live auction, and 
special pledge appeal. Funds raised
during the evening’s special pledge
appeal support the Center’s 
Science Inquiry Fund, which provides
scholarships for
school field
trips, outreach
programs,
camps, 
and other 
educational
experiences. 
Additional 
gala proceeds
benefit the
Center’s 
operations and 
programs.
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EDWARD DONLEY
Recipeint of the 

Center’s first Lifetime
Achievement Award

2015 Da Vinci Science Center Gala
Lifetime Achievement 
Award Sponsors
Bob and Sandy Lovett

Student Excellence Award Sponsors
Air Products
PPL
Frank and Yvonne Schweighardt
Pat and Fran Waller

Educator Excellence 
Award Sponsors
B. Braun
Lutron Electronics Company
Thermo Fisher Scientific

Excellence in Sustainability 
Award Sponsor
ATAS International, Inc.

Reception Sponsor
City Center Lehigh Valley

Champion Sponsors
Just Born Quality Confections
National Penn Bank
Vince and Michelle Sorgi

Friends of Science
Buckno Lisicky & Company
Cedar Crest College
Lehigh Carbon Community College
Northampton Community College
Richard and Amy Thompson

Contributing Sponsors
Plunkett & Graver, P.C.
Santander Bank
Stevens & Lee

Event Message Patrons
Baker Tilly
Judy and Gus Belaires
Embassy Bank
Jet Pay
St. Luke’s University Health Network

Audiovisual Sponsor
AmericaVen

Vitruvian Trophy Sponsors
W. Beall Fowler
Fowler and Peña Creations

News Media Sponsor
The Morning Call Media Group

Additional In-Kind Sponsors
Action Party Rentals
Allentown School District Foundation
ASR Media Productions
The Baum School of Art
CulinArt
Express Business Center
Justin Gifford Photography
Terry Hahn Design
C.J. Wagner Trophies and Awards

“Every Da Vinci
Science Center
staff member and
volunteer exudes a
contagious energy and passion to bring 
science to life every day. With enthusiastic 
energy and a flair for creativity and fun, these
men and women convey the wonder and
significance that science brings to our lives
every day, provide educational opportunities
for students of all backgrounds, and encourages
all young people – especially young women –
to pursue careers in science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics (STEM) fields.
Their drive and their commitment make me
proud to be a supporter of the Da Vinci Science
Center as a member of its Leonardo Society.”

Kathryn C. Worrilow, Ph.D.
Founder and CEO, LifeAire Systems, 
Allentown, Pa., and Co-Chair, Da Vinci 
Science Center Women in Science and 
Engineering (WISE) Advisory Council

Jackie and Victor Agostinho
Greg and Tamara Altonen
George and Judy Arangio
Gladys Barclay
Hank and Joanne Barnette
Gus and Judy Belaires
Robert and Kristin Bennett
Rex and Terri Boland
Steve and Marcella Breininger
Doug and Peggy Brown
Dick and Peg Bus
Greg L. Butz
Lee and Dolly Butz
Ed Donley
Al and Jill Douglass
Mark and Lin Erickson
Gene and Jane Ervin
Paul Farr
Richard Fleming
Kevin and Stacey Fogash
W. Beall Fowler
Yan Gao
Mike Gausling
Malcolm and Janet Gross
Bill and Mary Ann Heydt
John Jaffe
John Paul and Denise Jones
Joe and Judy Kaminski
Joseph and Gloria Kern
Fred and Christine Kimock

William and Patti Lehr
Bob and Sandy Lovett
C. Russell and Marsha Mayo
Jim and Irene McLean
Kevin and Laura Michaelis
William Miers
Rich and Georgine Milker
Edwin and Anne Miller
Jim and Jayne Miller
Joan Moran
James Muñoz
Jim and Irene Pennington
Guido and Terri Pez
J.B. and Kathleen Reilly
Edith Ritter
Steve and Jane Rodgers
Laurie Ryan
Mike and Diane Salute
Rich and Brooke Schaller
Frank and Yvonne Schweighardt
Tom and Pat Seidenberger
Vince and Michelle Sorgi
Joseph and Lauren Tracy
Charles Versaggi, Jr.
Charles and Katy Worrilow
Andrew Woytek
Bob and Marilyn Zamboldi

*Members as of March 31, 2016

*Does not include in-kind gifts.
+Deceased

Lifetime Giving Societies*
Lifetime Giving Societies recognize donors who have made significant cumulative financial 
commitments since 2002.

Leonardo Society*
The Leonardo Society is a giving society for individuals who make an unrestricted gift of $1,000 in a year 
to support Da Vinci Science Center operations.



Da Vinci Science Center volunteers give 
generously of their time, energy, and passion
for making a difference in students’ lives. 
Center experiences would not be possible
without their support. During the 2015 fiscal
year, volunteers provide a contributed 
8,139 hours of service.
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Leadership Team
Lin Erickson, 

Executive Director and CEO

Maureen Michael, 
Chief Financial Officer

David Smith, Ph.D., 
Edward and Inez Donley 
Senior Director of Science 
and Strategy

Karen Knecht, 
Director of Education

Brian Strohecker, 
Director of Business 
Development

Ann Marie Surovy, CFRE, 
Director of Development 
and Community Relations

Dennis Zehner, 
Chief Marketer

Tyler Groft, 
Museum Education Manager

Steve McGorry, 
Outreach Education Manager

Kate Popejoy, Ph.D., 
Mentoring Coalition 
Manager and GAMSP 
Coordinator

VolunteersOur People

DOE 
LEVAN

Chairman: Vincent Sorgi, Senior Vice President and Chief Financial Officer, PPL Corporation
Vice Chairman: James E. McLean, WMS, Senior Vice President, Investments, 

Steel Valley Investment Group
Treasurer: Stephen K. Breininger, Vice President and Controller, PPL Corporation
Secretary: Laurie Ryan, Senior Director of Talent Management, Retired, PPL Corporation
Chief Executive Officer: Lin Erickson, Executive Director and CEO, Da Vinci Science Center

Trustees
Gregory S. Altonen, Vice President, Engineering Operations, Lutron Electronics Company
Ann D. Bieber, Ed.D., President, Lehigh Carbon Community College
Rex Boland, Vice President and General Manager, Allentown Operations, B. Braun
Dick Bus, President, ATAS International, Inc.
Greg L. Butz, President and CEO, Alvin H. Butz, Inc.
Brian R. Eckert, Manager and Team Leader, Computer Aid, Inc.
Hon. Jane R. Ervin, CEO/President, Retired, Community Services for Children, Inc. (CSC)
Kevin B. Fogash, Ph.D., Director of Technology - Global Gases, Air Products and Chemicals, Inc.
W. Beall Fowler, Ph.D., Professor Emeritus of Physics, Lehigh University
Jack Gross, Esquire, Partner, Gross McGinley LLP Attorneys at Law
Debra H. Lamb, Vice President of Development, Lehigh Valley Children's Centers
Lorretta E. Lashley, Assistant Vice President of Human Resources, Marshalls Department Stores
J. Robert Lovett, Ph.D., Executive Vice President, Retired, Air Products and Chemicals, Inc.
C. Russell Mayo, Ed.D., Superintendent of Schools, Allentown School District
Elizabeth M. Meade, Ph.D., Provost, Cedar Crest College
Richard Milker, Vice President of Technical Services, Just Born Quality Confections
Peter Rittenhouse, Director of Supply Chain, Retired, Nestlé Waters North America
Edith Ritter, Executive Director, Retired, Manufacturers Resource Center
Joseph J. Roy, Ed.D., Superintendent of Schools, Bethlehem Area School District
Michael P. Salute, Executive Director, Pennsylvania Advanced Training and Hiring (PATH), 

Northampton Community College
Frank K. Schweighardt, Ph.D., Global Manager, Retired, Air Products and Chemicals, Inc.
Richard T. Sniscak, Superintendent of Schools, Parkland School District
Joseph A. Tracy, M.S., Vice President, Center for Connected Care and Innovation, Lehigh Valley Health Network
George P. White, Ed.D., Iacocca Professor of Educational Leadership, Lehigh University

Ex-Officio Trustee
Hon. Michael P. Schware, Vice Chairman, Lehigh County Board of Commissioners

Lists compiled as of April 8, 2016

The Da Vinci Science Center’s Teen Exhibit Floor Volunteer Program 
offers students ages 15-17 opportunities to gain important experience
during their summer breaks and inspire Center visitors to enjoy the
wonders of science around them.

A dedicated group of retirees from Air Products help the Da Vinci Science
Center bring travelling feature exhibits to life for visitors up to three times 
a year.

“The Center is the greatest thing
that’s ever happened to me since
sliced bread. From the day it
opened, I volunteered and have
been coming in as often as I can.  
I love the work and I love the 
people and it’s a great place to
volunteer.  I’ve learned a lot about
science and I keep learning.  The
touch tank has always been my 
favorite and I love the Watch
Water Freeze exhibit.  I just love
being with the kids and doing
whatever I can.”



Continuing Impact
1,954 Students participated
in DSC hands-on learning through 
resources from the Center’s 
Science Inquiry Fund (SIF)

2 Students earned U.S. Patents
through the Center’s Inventor’s Lab
Program as of March 2016

3,447 Total Da Vinci Science
Center member households as 
of March 31, 2016
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Evidence of Impact on Communities 
and Individuals we serve 

BY THE NUMBERS

Since our 
1995 Opening

1.3M
Participants 
in DSC experiences – 

including exhibit floor 
visits, programs, and events

Estimated

16%
Estimated percentage of 

participants from families at
or below area’s median 

income level 
Estimated

2015 
FISCAL YEAR

127,720
Total Participants – 

a single-year 
record  

86,825

Total In-Building 
and Group Visitors – 
a 2.7% increase 
over the previous
year

22,429

School Field Trip 
Students – a 5.4%
increase over the 
previous year

30,083

Outreach Program
Participants – a 
22.3% increase 
over previous year

2015 Fiscal Year

Giving from 
the Heart
Join Sawyer Svetcov, age 8,
in making a gift to the 
Da Vinci Science Center.
With his support and yours, we will open a major
new preschool exhibit - Engineers on a Roll - 
during the 2017 fiscal year.

The Da Vinci Science Center offers sponsorship
and support opportunities at a range of financial
levels. Visit davincisciencecenter.org/support 
for details or call the Center’s Development 
Office at 484.664.1002, Ext. 102, for additional 
information.  

The Da Vinci Discovery Center of Science and Technology, Inc. (or Da Vinci Science Center) is an independent nonprofit

organization with IRS 501(c)3 status. The organization’s Federal Tax Identification Number is 23-2824084. Contributions to

the Da Vinci Science Center are tax-deductable to the fullest extent allowed by law. The official registration and 

financial information of the Da Vinci Science Center may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by 

calling toll-free, within Pennsylvania, 1.800.732.0999. Registration does not imply endorsement. 
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3145 Hamilton Blvd. Bypass

Allentown, PA 18103

484.664.1002

davincisciencecenter.org

Bringing Science to Life 
and Lives to Science
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